
228Memo from Suzanne Martinez to Sen. Feingold, Feb. 22, 1997.

229The other instance is discussed above at 122 and n. 194.

230The known opposition participants in the meeting were Carl Artman (Oneida lobbyist),
Melanie Benjamin (Mille Lacs tribal officer), Kurt BlueDog (Shakopee counsel and lobbyist),
Stanley Crooks (Shakopee Chairman), Franklin Ducheneaux (MIGA and Mille Lacs counsel and
lobbyist), JoAnn Jones (Ho-Chunk President), Larry Kitto (MIGA and St. Croix lobbyist),
Patrick O’Connor (St. Croix counsel and lobbyist), former Rep. Gerry Sikorski (D-Minn.) (Mille
Lacs counsel and lobbyist), and Lewis Taylor (St. Croix Chairman).
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memo that documented two instances of “inappropriate contact” in connection with the Hudson

matter.228  One of those instances concerned the invitation to attend the April 28 meeting at the

DNC.229  The memo contains details that conflict somewhat with Repko’s and Jampol’s

recollections.  Feingold agreed with Martinez that no one from his office should attend the DNC

meeting.  Feingold told investigators that the invitation to attend the meeting was unusual and

“inappropriate” in light of the substantive nature of the meeting at the DNC.  

f. Tribal Opponents Meet with Fowler on April 28, 1995

On April 28, 1995, at 3:00 p.m., at least 10 representatives of the tribes opposing the

Hudson application met at DNC headquarters with National Chairman Fowler and Deputy

Finance Director David Mercer.230  Various accounts indicate that the meeting lasted somewhere

between one and two hours.  On the day of the meeting, Kitto provided Mercer a list of expected

attendees, a list of the applicant tribes, and a brief synopsis of the opponent group’s concerns:

All tribal leaders at this meeting oppose the conversation of the dog track at
Hudson, Wisconsin, to an Indian gambling casino . . . .  Mr. gaiashkibos “Gosh” is
the Tribal Chairman of the Lac Courte Oreilles Band, and he ran for the
Wisconsin State Senate as a Republican.  We believe that Republican Governor
Tommy Thompson of Wisconsin will support this off-reservation Indian gambling
project; we also believe it will become a huge off-reservation, destination-
entertainment complex project vacuuming most of the existing tribal gaming


